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In Real Life is a book about games and economics. A lot
of us pay attention to games, but think of them as
trivial—mere amusements that help us fill the long, dismal
stretch between the cradle and the grave. As for economics,
well, yeah, people think economics is important, but it’s
also one of those intimidating no-go areas that scares
people away, despite the fact that economics—the study of
why people do things, really—is the subject that has the
most to say about the circumstances in which they find
themselves.

When you put economics and games together, you suddenly
find yourself in the middle of a bunch of sticky, tough

questions about politics and labor. In Real Life connects the
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dots between the way we shc:rp, the wWay we ﬂrganize, and the
way we play, and why some pecple are rich, some are poor, and
how they seem to get stuck there.

1 hupe that readers of this book will be inspired to dig
deeper into the subject of behavioral economies and to start
asking hard questions about how we end up with the stuff we
own, what it costs our human brothers and sisters to make
those g:}ﬂds, and why we think we need them.

But it's a poor politics that can only be expressed by
choosing to buy or not buy something. Sometimes (often!), you
need to organize to make a difference.

This is the golden age of organizing. If there’s one thing
the Internet’s changed forever, it’s the relative difficulty and
cost of getting a bunch of people in the same place, working
toward the same goal. That’s not always good (l;huga, bullies,
racists, and loonies never had it so good), but it is
fundamentally game-changing.

It's hard to remember just how difficult this organizing stuff
used to be: how hard it was to do something as trivial as getting
ten friends to agree on dinner and a movie, let alone getting
millions of people together to raise money for a political
candidate, get the wvote out, protest corruption, or save an
endangered and beloved institution.

When I was an activist in the 1980s, ninety-eight percent of

my time was spent stuffing envelopes and writing addresses on



them. The remaining two percent was the time we spent
figuring out what to put in the envelopes. Today, we get those
envelopes and stamps and address books for free. This is so
fantastically, hugely different and weird that we haven’t even
begun to feel the first tendrils of it. Moments like the Occupy
movement and the Gezi uprising in Istanbul will be
remembered as the tiniest tremors of what happens when
people can organize more cheaply.

Working together is the secret origin story of our spe-
cies. We diverged from our hominid ancestors when we
started to divide up labor—you watch the kids, I'll watch for
tigers, and that guy’s going to go and forage for fruit. The
most modern part of our brains, the neocortex (the “new

bark,” which wraps around all the more ancient parts of our
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brains), developed around this time and is strongly implicated
in managing our social relationships. Everything from
language and literacy to corporations and countries are just
structures for organizing human labor.

The games we play with other people all tickle this
organizing mechanism. When you play hide and seek, you try
and outguess where your opponents will look (or where
they'll hide when they're trying to out outguess you!}). When
you do a mass raid on some huge instance in an MMOQO (a
massively multiplayer online gamE)+ the “game” isn't just

killing the boss, it's figuring out how to convince a couple




dozen of your friends to work with you, coordinating your
schedules so that you can raid together, agreeing on tactics,
even coming up with a chain of command and hammering out
its legitimacy.

It’s not surprising that gamespace has become a workplace
for hundreds of thousands of "gold farmers” who undertake
dreary, repetitive labor to produce virtual wealth that’s sold
to pla}rers with more money and less patience than them.
The structural differences between in-game pla}r and in-game
work are mostly arbitrary, and “real” work is half a game,
anyway. Most of the people you see going to work today are
LARPing (live-action role playing) an incredibly boring RPG
{:rﬂle—pla}'ing game) called “prcfessiﬂnalism” that requires
them to alter their vncabular}r, posture, eating habits, facial
expressions—every detail all the way down to what they allow
themselves to find funny.

The most amazing thing about the moment we're living
thrcugh is the degrEE to which it allows us to abolish all the
bﬂring stuff that used to be required for any kind of
ambitious project. We're at a point where we can build an
encyclopedia with the kind of organizational structures that
were once only good enocugh to run an ambitious fun fair or
bake sale. Hierarch}f and in_justice are far from dead, but the
justiﬁcaticn for continuing them gets weaker with every

pagsing maoiment.
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The net doesn’t solve the
problem of injustice, but it
solves the first hard problem of
righting wrongs: getting everyone
together and  keeping  them
together. You still have to do the
even harder work of risking life,
limb, personal fortune, and
reputation.

Every wonderful thing in our
world has a fight in its history:
our rights, our good fortune,
our happiness. All that is sweet
was paid for, once upon a time,
by principled people who risked
everything to change the world
for the better,

Those risks are not diminished
one iota by the net. But the

rewards are every bit as sweet,
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Thought uou
must miss That
place. 1's qot a
posteard from
Grandma, too!




Honey, look
ouf -the

window!
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Hiss Bronson.
Hullo, elass

| hope you give her
your full af+ention,

Class! Listen up! We
have a quest speaker
Todayl Hiss Liza MeCombs
comes all the way from
hustralia.

Misg Melombs?

Call me Liza
the Organiza.




U'm @ gémer and
| Kick, garse. No,
seripusly. | organize @ quild
online and U'm
loeking for a tew
of uou chickens
to join me.

1
yly ﬂugﬂl -

5 Pt




This i my
avatar.

Y This is EGETEE‘%ﬂld e e
online, the fastes
5rr:min5 Massive

multiplauer role-

Plagmﬂ gime . . .

aver 10 million

subseribers world- |

wide. You might’ve
heard of it.

— e | f

T

How many,
ot vou girls
game?

knd how
many of

uou play

n game, They call me
the Lizangtor, Queen Per

of The Spacelanes,
El Presidente of the
Glan Fahrenheit,




When | started
See, that's a gaming online there
Tragedu. \Were No women gamers.
Practically | was one of the best
makes me gamers in The world and
weep. | couldn't even be proud
of who | was.

" s different now, buf

i’s still not perfect. : - .

we’re going To change H [
that, chickens, uou lot : i‘

[ and me,

7% you will play s a girl
in Coarseqold Online, uou
will be given probationary
' memberships in The
Clan Fahrenheit. ¥ you
measure up in Three
moriths, you'll be full -
. Tledged members.

wWhao's in,
ladies? Who
wants +o be 3
girl in-game
and out?
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Hey Mom?

=t Would it be okay
if 1 subseribe To
=% an online aame?

| need 3

) 3
faan T By b

o sign up.

credit eard 4 -

H's only $12 <]
a month and VIl pay

for it. Pl get some
babusiTing gigs,
this is just

What’s wrong
with your
oftline games?

k Speaker
came to my class
Today and said it

would boost my

a team sport.

self -esteem to play
with a guild. t}'s like

11




But that

means you
chat with
strangers?

rf_ :f'ﬁfl

‘es, buf the
Auild 'm playing
for is all girls and
invite -only. See,
it’s even rated T
for Teen.

“(ou enly Talk
to other girls

your age., you
hear?

| dunne, dear.
| just don't think
it’s sate. You
know That's where

perverts go to
meet Kids.

Thanks,

Only girls!

g

Not interested
in any of
that, Mom.
Please? For my
birthday?

{12
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~ @ Nice WORK,
% ' recruit.

Thanks,
Sarge.
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seen anyone
slay undead like
That since | was
a probationary
memper,

| like you,
Anda. You're
like me, uou're

bloodthirsty.




Spare me

Thanks.
That means

What +ime zone N

are you af? | wanna '\
make sure There are
no problems with bed-
times, dinners,

1 in New
W That
and dl that York, Eastern

Standard

ol

Flagstatst.

the hell is
Flagstatt?

So yeu wart +o Try
something different,
small Town? What do you
Think about making
some cash?

krizond,
'm on
Mouritain

don*t observe
Daylight Saving

Time.

22




When | said

cash | meart
cash




I'm herel
Hellg?
Luey?

Call me Sarqge!
Look, | have a mission
That pays real cash.
Whichever PayPal you're

asing, they'll deposit
money into it. Looks
fun, Too.

What? Mo, geez. That's a bit
Kl the executives in weird, Sarge.
the Clan pay rent doing s that ﬂ?ﬂiﬂﬂ+
missions for money. Some Clan rules?
ot Them are even rich
from it! “You can make 4
lot of money gaming,

L

it's not —uou
KNow—pervy,

is it?

Erﬂﬂ me, Mo,

Geez, hnda. Are
you nuts? They
Just want us o g0
oS N\ Kill some quus.




Eyrellent!
MW come on,
it’s over at the
Plarcration.

Wait,
where're

2, You going?







You made if!
Wow, leveled up
and everythin

now. Look, That's
the house we
want o raid.

\"'m genna use
the BFG.







Yee haw!!
That was

29
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L ean complete
the mission,
Sarge. Just tell
me whal To do.

Qall me Sarge!!

Pm all the way at
The Infirmary, Andal
Bloody hell, il
take me 10 minutes
to resurcect!

T Ll

You sure?
Erfer The cottage
and kil all the
gold farmers.

b &old farmers.

All The '[iﬂﬂ?le
inside! J

bnd Anda?
M 5 This is important.
= Ton't blow if.
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[ Good. Kl
'am all,

Yegh—that's
the orders. Kill 'em
all and then haul ass

back tothe City
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Tid Uou . .. Hd’u&!@, I've : HEBI Yeou're

4ef 4 job been plauing +he Sci~Fi
recently or Coarseqold Club, right?
something? and— e
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i
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g
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Thit's 5o cool!

You Know, 'm Trying Ui};a‘]i ifir:id.
to start a board Gar
aame club. ! Think

you quuys would be  F
perfect. &

a2




oh, you know,
like, Scrabble
and Jenga.

the wrong idea.
Those games uou
mentioned? Everyone
knows how to play.
I'm not sure you
really need us.

Pictionary,
Bananagrams . . .

; | Fhink you have vﬂ

But that's The
coirt! | wart all
Kinds of people
to join. You could
be, like, The
“Ambassadors of
DED”

TED and
Jenqa dre,
like, completely
different
things. &
- L0, i
ﬁﬂ?ﬁ%‘%&m (R

4%



So thanks, buf | l
think we're cool just =
playing here. Y O

Okay, well. Let
me Know it you

change uour
minds.

So whal were
you Saying,

:-BGLII_
Coarseqold?




oh, yeah. 've

Redlly, They

been doing pay you? For
paid missions. | what?
didn™t Know you

c-.nu_lci do That

7 50 jg.ﬂu re,

Like 'E'I 'I_d. IIL‘-’.E— i VIr+U.ﬂ| /f
S'F'EI'ITI? T%a.l.zs EﬂLdI.ET‘? K
prefiy B
productive. \3\ = Yeah!










Okay, lemme

get this right.

Mexican.,




SUPER bot. Look,
it's not hard. Just
talk o them, and if
they don't respond
or speak Enalish you
should probably kill

i | % 2
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Sorry, it’s
Justalittle §f
confusing.

show you
something.

.
F
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D LEVEL RACE/ CLPES ﬁh’:E CUsRD —l

CO Awcount 000325 90 BEAST/ SCHOLAR $356.00 [BUY
COAount o326 90 | UnEd/mesT  $399.00 B |
CO Account 000327 90 HUMAN / BUNTER $(80.00 [BUY
CO Account 000328 9 / THIEF $210.00 (BUY
CO Account 000329 PRIEST $167.00 |BU |
CO A 20 o THIEF $499.00 H—"Ti '
They're - .J k
selling . . . = qold?
iy
Look! SV
there. | IS P
s o€ .

=7



| i . them, greedy |}
| assholes.

5=



They collect §
ifems for apld
and sell The
gold to other

plagers for

Isn’t that
ag@inst the O E@
rules? ' _{ * 5
7 O,
= i =
b o
By j | G

Oh my god! You ean
buy @ level 85 avatar
for 100! nd &
house! “(ou can buy @
whole furnished house

| for $600!
I People spend

et .
= MONTHS trying
= e 3 o earn That
S much gold. How
\THOUSE is This fair?
_?JE'?E{:I-D ' AL

54



I've spent
my whele life
proving. ..

8o this is

what we're
getting paid
To do. Kill gold

U'm &5 good @
gamer as any
other dude...
and 1 had to
do it without

Some dudes
who're jealous
the other quy is
snafching all the
good territory,
U'm playing them
both.

Buf these
erappy plauers
can buy & house
on Day 1.

It isn't fair.

“(ou have
a problem




Here, take
this. 1l give
ou @ boost.
Gy —

No. 'm with
you. Let's wipe
these gold

Farmers put.

90 gold is
nothing when
you're The
baddest bitch
in the virtual
UMiverse.

56
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5%

Dont let them
get awdy! When
they die they
drop dll their

gold!
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There’s no
way, ouf, gold
{EEI'I‘THEI'I.

Let’s just
get it over
with!




The
Emerald
Macan!

61
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That was
amazing. Where'd
you learn to do




“our

English
|5||"|"l’ 5[)0!5‘
enough . . .

What
Were Youw

doing with
Those gold
farmers?




e | —>
R 43|

I TRANMSL ATE : TRANSLATE

(| ean with Translator. (
What you were doing
with all those gold
tarmers?

| almest
killed you! ) '

(! am 3 gold tarmer.
That is my job. )

&7



But m on my break
right now, which i

second N
completed mission § r
of the day! Sorcy

\ about the runner.




normally They
Jjust stand there
while you hack "em
to death.

Let’s head
back to / [
hase and : | wanng get
buy, more ' somet hin
s Nl with a better

SUN TEMPLE
7TAM CST

&9



SHENZHEN,
CHINA

MOUNTAIN TIME

+()



arerei o]

| gold farming|

Videos News  More~

Images

Web
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Talk to
; me in

| English.

My name. is
Raymond. | live in
China.




Rauymond's an
English name.

.
Raumond is

My NAMe in
English class.

You're 3
sTudent? How
old are you?

765

already?




(How else
am | 4oing

('m 4 gamer.
\ eollect aold for
work, b
own time 1 play
Coarseqold like you.
Right now | have
free time beecause
my shitt ended

on mly

So why did
you contact
me? | tried

to &ill you.

(1 work The night
shitf. 1like it better
when it's dark and The
boss is asleep. )

nnnnn

(ou're The
first non-gold
farmer who's

Tried to talk




—

(1 don’t care about that,
| just want o join 2 guild
and play with real gamers.

T

t's not personal. |
know it's just your

now 3 Even with a different
J}j}?h but we warl avatar, everyone is
ings o be fair. suspicious of The quy

who only speaks
Chinese. )

farming messes
with +he value

| —

Well, you can’t S On top of The

gold tarmer
thing, we don't
allow bous.

Jjoin my guild.

Can you Show
me how you
cast that spell
yesterday?

T8






How did you
4et 50 geod
at this,

Raumand?

W) =SS

\ ) i fﬁ;
.'l._‘\\ WY L&“L;-- - ; it .1 I'!'Ip’-'*#a.,n e jltfl':?ﬁﬂﬂ:"

I
|
!
\ WA LT ni T A

!
1 '.‘- 1'1.?'—'"'1- -'II-L‘:

)
.
LY
1

(\ play
Coarseqold 16 _ o
hours a déy. : 3
1 12 for work,
4 for muself. ) ==

20



upu're like my

age. How're you

allowed To work
5o much?

F - (1 lied and
told them |

parents think?

(They don't know.
They know 1 work but
they don't consider

This a real job.

They'd rather L w

in @ factory making
zippers instead of doing
something | enjoy. )

(My tamily doesn’t
have enough money
to send me to
college, so why not?
H Um not working
Um just wasting
Tirme. )

But what do your = S

Or




it least you're

arpund other -

people who are FER | know what
. Vo, 40U medn,

can be hard To
make friends in
a new city, )

(Angway, | ’;{f’

should get ~
|| .gcing. My back

i$ hurting. )

Hahaha, what
an old man.

Y (No, seriously. N

| was lifting boves . N 1
g | have XS4t

al a factory before 9% *lr:} é};izigs : HELI Ej i

+h.i5.. tt gets ) Z 7 _'.:' the bathroom so |
especially bad when L\ can lie on Tthe £loor

e been sthng AQRAINl) WP \LLIENGA < e on fhe flor JURLA
too lﬂ‘"&ﬂ-] AN - ] VAN a litte while. i
- -

=
T




\ (P registered as
a resident of

That sounds Hunan, So 1 ean only
awfull Why aren't 40 to the doctor
uou going To the back home. )

docTor?

(| ean’t go
1o any local
doetors! )

: (Vmoworcied it U
it 190 home
I'll never come

friend Ah Dup
is good with his
hands. Vve been

trading him
A cgareirjr%ea for
keep This up you \ massages, and
might not be it helps. )
able To work

e



This ign't
right.

What about
Uour boss? ¥
Can't uou

et your job
t?ﬂ- cover the

(1 have to qo. \
it's the other

guy's Turn to use

the compufer. )
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el FEE L
— 4
I 1
e b |
T
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by -;'-‘:I_!:I:

V'm goin To L\
tigure ouf away W[\ \ \\ | Fehrenheit,
To help you. e it is my
You're going to RIS duty to
teel beter. £l protect.




(! should go, my
shift starts again
in 5 hours and |

s

)
)

A

i

:" EI -'| ' |

i cantmeet [
—( Uoudin? [

(We have to
move around
every, day 50
people don't
Know where To
Find us. )

26
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Who is Ross
Wirterland?

knd Damon
Carmichael, and
kdrien Weiver.

| don'T know
who you're

talking about!

money in
These people your Paypal
depositing aceount?




In case you've

forgotten, sweetie,
that's my bank aceount

you're wired To. Tell
me. WHY are strangers
sending Lou meney?

Mom, this isnt what
you Think! They're just
paying me for missions
within The game. U'm
serious. That’s ALL there
is. That's why ! didn*t fell
uou, | didn't think it
was important:

But I've never

| told you not talked to these

o Talk to people in my life!
strange men on | don't even Know
the Internet. who they are!




But you're
okay with aceepting
their meney? You
realize how hard This
makes it for me To
Trust uou?

| knew This was 4 bad
idea. Starting now, no
more online games.

/]

.. . no recreational
Internet use for a
week. U'm sorey but
you have to learn
This is not okay,

12



He's gtuck in
factory and he’s
gick. 1 Told him 'd
hels him . . .

Mom, listen,
there’s 4 gamer
in Ching—

Would you listen to
uoursel! absolutely
not! You're not
speaking To any ot
these people ever

Morm, you're. overreacting!
You're just afraid
of things you don’t

understand!

L understand the
world can be & erugl
place and there are

people ouf here
counting on naive

Kids like uou To Take

acdvanfage of.  Don’f just think
because it's video

games people can’t

get hurt.

93



Yol ARE NOT CONNECTED
T THE INTERNET







: gohhhbbbbbt
bbbt phbbbit

wiTh AMEerican cnease dﬂﬁ"f ‘&1'
and Two Thick juiey

Uh! Hey! ooh Ooh,
slices of bacon

Girll

6



Anda, ean you Turn
that down a lit+le.

......

Since Saturday, December
% at noon, Goodman Gorsh Mowee, |
Manutactaring, which can't wait for the

employs more than 1,000 Pwincess's Puahtyl

people, has been on strike.




Wait, ne, no,
4o back, turn
it up!

&imme the
remcte.

—uwill be held
nexdt Monday.

The new offer
from the company
is expected to be

aeeepted.

4%

Workers say it's especially
ditficult because of The
Christmas holiday, Nobedy
wants to disappoint Their
family, especially the
children.




Despite the
pressure
to reach an
Ereamen’{ by
he holidays,
both workers and
manggemert alike
remain confident,

'm Sarah Tanaka, Channel 2 News.

Difberences
between the
proposals
involve wages
and employer
contributions to

medical coverage.

The voTe is
expecied To
take place next
Mondau.

O il

4949



v
, Hey, Anda,
You joining
o Y us?
Bl
H :
)

;'t':',__i.,z Haking @ new

1 5
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rndal Jesus,
where've uoy been?
s been two weeks!

Lucy—! mean,
Sarge. Sorey, my
Internet’s ouf. I'm
actually &t 4 cafe. 4

Al right, well 2 ,_ = A Check it out,
imme a little ' ) | got some

ads up next new recruits!
time,




s
o
T ) . h""" =l
.":L_f;'_ = gt ol
I .:Ill
'|.

Lucy Says upu're, b

Hah. “Yeah. Uem.
Actually, Lucy, |
warted to talk To
uou about That.




106

these noobs from B2
some middle school =
#tterschool
program. <l
They've never Neu [l
plaved a non-cell &
phone game in
their lite.




How do |,
um, gef
unstuck?

Please. Don't make
: (Tacnga Cove,
me do This alone. _ - abesl
. . Center.
BN S \'m here now. )

Vd really love
to help, Luey,
Tl B

Wait, really?
But uou just

Mu mom i
picking me up.
t's almost
dinner Time .



sorey, | ﬁﬂﬂ‘a
3&'. Il see you
tomerrow!

I ain’t
dinnertime,
you liar!




f . | _..-'_..-":" ¥ 7 i

4?

‘'m 50 glad |
could cateh you.
Sorry | havent
heen online.

109



Let’s go \
someplace 3
lit+le more




(M boss caught
me sleeping on
the bathroom
floor and made
me take a week
off to heal. )

hour

(| didn’t get
paid 5o 've had

('ve slept 6

g inThe

past 3 daus. I'm
exhausted. )

to make up for =
lost time. ) T2
LN | =
Raymond, L
listen, how
CAbout

many coworkers
do you have?

None ot you
have health

coveraae,
s

r'lgh

1141



| looked it up,

&u 1o uour there’s a Urban
EG-LLHI'!‘KEI%f Tell Resident Rasic Medical
Insurance That you're

everyone you need
to demand health
care Together.

all eligible for. As long
a5 you work in the citu,

you can aﬂ to
The doctor!

ougo on @
strike. My dad's
company is going
Jrhrn:lgh his

y AN T!?Jh N,

together, you'll
have power on

(But what i my
coworkers aren’t
inferested? We're
all uoung and 'm
=\ fhe only one whe's
Sick. )




That's why upu're
5o important. You're
a living example of
why things need to

change.

¢ Bul U've never
done anufhing like
this before. P'm 5o

inexperienced. )

If you're Keeping  Yope

Your problems g
secret, so might
somebody elsel

Don't worry, UL Y
help. 'm gonna talk |
to my dad and get |

some advice.

We'll work, out
the details. The
important thing is
you start spreading
the word.




(Okay. God,
| think 'm
gonna be

o
" - ,.!'

Let’s do it. V'l
do my homework,
You do yours, and |
let’s meet again

tomorrow,
okay?

_—
)

Eood. You'll
need healTh
insurance!

114
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S0 @ sit -down
strike is when
people go To work
a5 usual but don't
do any work?

=t

It is. And since
when were you

what your dad
does?

5o interested in

I

Henm, That's

really smart.
That's basically
what protesters

Right, so if Their
bosses hire other
people to work during
the strike, the
SiT dewn prevents

Thet.

Ty

Well, it affects
me too. What
happens if The

strike akes place
and it doesn’t

T



“our life is
secure here., |
make sure of

that.

| don't think it'll
come o that. And
| wouldn'T worry
) about how This
2 = affects you. tt
(OF— wen'T.

| Know, Dad.
Believe me. |
feel very lucky,

11F
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Raymond, V'm
here! Why
didn'T uou

message me?

| Think you l

can do if!
Raymond?

| talked to
my dad yesterday
and got some tips
from hiem.
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b ¢

B

s
!

k | . |

L 0))( 84!

."-- *‘:{_ﬂ A understand? _

<

| Knew uou've
been rﬂea‘|"|n5
a gold farmer.

Luew, | ean
explain. This
one is different.
Raymond's 4 real
gamer! Gold tarming
is just a job.

talking about?
He's 4 GOLD

FARMER. What
part of that
do you not

Ill!| :_.:I.: .--.

Make
zippers for
25 cents 3
day?

What else is
he supposed
to de?

What about
The part where
we made money,

killing agld

tarmers?

103



oh serew youl
That was Totally

different and
you know it.

e were
exploiting the
game pol
i NoThing 've done | g |; e |
= has EVER been ' hg
Ve about money,. "6“"
Yeah, because
it’s been all )
Fibiil You're @
£ . bully!
Sergeant
thing?

%7 The giant showy

forfress? The only
reason gold tarming
bothers uou is because
you ean't stand oTher
people gefing
ahead!
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You BITCH.
‘ou Killed my cat!!




* BLACK ARROL) BLOODRATH | AN\ ,
n HRE%L 2 SHASH

' _' o CALL
8| [ e | [FSHIEC
Y _h CAMOUFLAGE

"RAGE THROW

;..II- A .I.
2 %
y [': i -'.:'n |
. {|| E_ 4 b
NI (=
R e ey [y TC—

i
\
[
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(So it's you?
You're Tthe

hmerican he was
talking about?)

Cuhg won't
you listen Y7

N

(Raymond
doesn’t
work here
anymoere. )

( The boss
caught hirn
conspiring 1o
take down
the company
and fired him
immediately. f
Wwas uour idea,
wasn't i17)

152



(Mice job,
hmerican. You
dont know
anything about ot Lie
: stick to uour
own game. )

WW\J"@; Wil ‘f m _

|

[ \rr*ﬁ!nl i E

l'i#‘llﬁ'|”|| L3 IJ

=1 _

s a
.
ToE
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| 1Ml
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1 Anda, come
here! Let's get
a photol

From: LIZA <liza@lizanator.com:
To: Anda

Anda,

I heard about your incident with Lucy
yesterday. I've also been informed of the
two of you dabbling in paid anti gold-
farming missions. [ wouldn't normally
care what you do on your own time
except you are representing the Fahr-
enheits, and harassing others is against
our mission. You are both temporarily
suspended until I've decided on a suit-
able punishment.

Yours,
Liza




oh honey,
uow're on @

Triple scoop | J
TFOUNTAIN sundae, diet, that's
please. & | too much! E
== i { E
- i
IIIII -
e | RS -
\
\ ..1:'.--"

P Canwe N | | Just because you
f change that 1o Yol | have better health __ _
single scoop? coverage now doesn’t Youdo't i
mean you're allowed warf =7

Thanks.
. .. to blow it

Tsk, see what \
upu've done,
Upu've scared cur

. daughter off.

Um not blowing
anything! Anda,
what would you

Oh come
on, we're
celebrating

here!

136



/  Sueetheart, ﬂ"‘*u-.:: i
{ don'tlistentoyeur Y I/ T won't Kill
\ mother, ice eream won't J {5 You, bat il
make uour

/4t and 2all over 11l h
enough health insurance

Jesus Christ, what’s 1o suek all the ice

wrong with you, it's

1
..,
I.
—r

B JUST 1CE CREAM! D Creim oufTa ”’Eg

f

Not everuone LT
does!




Anda? hre
you feeling 'm sorry |
better? velled at wou. Is it because
Evertthing’s just | banned your
been so stressful video games?

bothering
you?




\_1
Y~ g

Np. It's because
upu're right. The

world is a cruel place.

Especially in video
SﬂmES.

Come on.
Come wateh TV
with me.

—

S .
—S03 — i
[ . ":-'

| ;

O, my

—
sweetheart %‘—_’

L

] l||'_

= e

7

There's shill
Lome dinner
lett over.

gt
%

=
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You don't have to call me that now.
'm suspended, remember’?

Why am | even here . . .

“(ou probably think 'm here to vell @t you. Well, 'm
nof. This morning before 1 g0t Kicked off, This noob
found me. He wouldn't leave me alone, kept calling
your name, so | assumed he was looking for you.

No. Buf he
 Knew him.

/

142




He said his name was “Ah Duo™ and
he wanted To send you something,

nliw

He seemed pref-ty upset.
B TR EEHEHBpET
HE 38 i 42 Bl AU ARE RILL,
Ay RlE HEFRS L i RRE S,
3 BRI, KA AR,

XX 4l

He's being
made an
eyample of.
oh, Raumond.

143
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7Y

s all my fault. He was near Pirate
sland farming for
dog furs.

L don't Know if he’s What am 1 going to
still there but you say h‘am-;
mtﬂhm be gble to cateh
im i€ you hurry,

Raymond's your
JFnend right? Maybe :
uou btaJr% want 4rn
clear his name. Thank you,
Lucy. And
Luey?




You're not a bally. You're . Get oufta here, fangirl.
a fighter. Anyone would be
lucky To be your recruit.
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i

aevaegaeqah|
= =

[ CREATE AATRR |
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R

INBOY

FROM: LUCY

| Thought you might need

| some reinforcemerts.
1 Here’s The roster of reeruits.

1t - mildlott@gmail.com

| don't have
TME to

| eearmee - eldarbermgmal com

1 | omoweE - cerolesdmymal. com

| AL - dlinmahsusyahos.com

LYLK - leeleekitymamail. com

| STELLA -smella2suhoo,com

STHR. = starryeonnardgmail.com

. Lfb - Isrodeiquez @eomeast.net




‘ess! Thank

you, Lucyl

anuthing for —=
Ladies! So a Frien% of E—-'\"h@q
glad o see Yo .{@%
Uou. 1 need )Jﬂ-\
an eseort
to Pirate

Whyy are you
a noob all ot @

149



i}
hard To
explain.,

Are we ready
for this,
Fahrenheits?
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(1 ¥now whe
uou are. )

152



(Please! 'm '\
really sorry /n

what happened 2l -

(1 Thought
if | was his

(t was my fault.
| made him believe
Things would be

oKal. ]

(1 looked out for
him. Raymond's & Kid.
He played here, slept
here, and ate here.
This was his whole
world i1's gone. )

(You Think just
because you ean
read about us on the
Infernet you know
everything about us. )

1653



: . (1 don't ¥now ‘
(! Know, you ) | what it's like

are absolufely L 1o live in

cand | don't
know what it's

A like To be H‘ﬂﬂld a
farmer.) _ ,
T |

¢ But 1 do Know

what it's like To
be 3 Kid who loves
Video games. )

(M you would
ive me a chance,
L will do anythin
to help you 5&}5
him back. )

1654



(L

P

WE— T ——

(W vou really
care about him,
you will help
me spread his
message. )

(M's acall To
action. | can’t let
Yy coworkers
know it’s
from me. )

HENYCIEI 1 T.
R TS Coarsegold AY.
=2 Lk e P O
{E TR FHEAR
A TR ECEESE, #R,
b EEiT LR TR,
FENYCLA Ay i - A AR,
HARENYCI-F #H13E, -~ IR
A TINYCIHIC A A,

- B =0 2 AR
HATES B, ERFERT ]
i B e
<, S ETER R _EH (R,

AE T2k AR B ( Things dre
L, A0 A SR PTTF already ense
F— - AR e, ' 3 f
ELAYE £ Mt T ] Lo . because of what
ey happened to

Raymond. )

C1f uou tell
me where your
coworkers are,
L can have the
Fahrenheits send
this To them.)

1655



| have 1
mission for

156

PEMNYCIHYE T,
Copy and paste 442 £ TLE. Coarsegold 1.
e 1 e Dy
this into your ey %ﬁ:gf
messaqe b, = S PRI TR, SR,

b3 FfE AT TL P BT T Y,
PANYCTIA A B RHE T A .
{ERNYCIF 3, - T8
B CHN YOI R i,
— B AT AR
H LTS L, RFrE AT
i H 0

Canvass These
areds for all avatars
that respond to
“Myci.com.en” and
send This o +them.

What does
it say?



NYCl will say 1 am responsible
for my own troubles,
but They are onl hurJrir}g
Themselves by not [
taking care of their ‘%\
people.

| am an employee of NYCL | am 4 Coarseqold
plager. L want +o be here. My heatth prevents

me from doing my job buf +he odds are
agdinst me getting treatment.

What if misfortune
were To befall us all?
I# it happened to me,
couldn’t it happen to
any of us? Please join
me in my Fight.

15F



= L)l
g J
cwell, 'm 1 ¢ P
going To do \ 'f
someThing. ) T £ e




(We have
SOME
demands. )
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Oh, #nda. U'm
amdzed at you!
| had no idea you
could do this.

“ou move
when the
magician moves
i§ hand.




oh! Nice o meet
You must be Anda’s you, Liza. Can't say !
parents. I'm Liza, 1 know & ot aboul what
organize The guild your uou do, but 'S nice to
daughter plays in. know There’s an ddulf

Hello, Andal
Greaf 1o see

Yes. 'm Sure you
already Know This
bt your daughiter is
an amazingly mature
young woman,

| had suspended N— But turns out
her recently due r she was doing The
To suspected opposite. She was
standing up for
bullied players.

ook a lot
ot courage.
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AnLjwaw,

| would like

to formally reinvite
Anda back into The
guild, if she'd like.
Officially as @ member
this time. She'd be  §
aredr for the new /]
recruits we have,

1 think it's
good she’s
taking on new
responsibilities. |
frust her.

163



ALl :IIR\,‘

Are you still
Trying to puf
together a
board game

I'd love to
help ouf.

eah. And
actually, you
should join us for
DAD sometime. :.
Vll talk To Tthe
quus. Il be

like research. ‘V

1649



Oh, that would
be 5o awesome!
Thank you!

——




Today Upu join

ranks with some of
the finest players

in ﬂaarsegaldl

.-‘F:':'r'.
f’..l"" ‘:-" ‘i-";r-l';lr ?r:%'. \.1"'. “"'-.. il é}& —
o Y T i | L LT "?"_E_"} 4
v
& .
You will play honorably,
= uou will play tiercely,
. and above all, you
: S will show others
what o takes to be
extracrdinary.
% L1
i) 3 b




It i not gender,
nor age, nor race,
but your ability +o
work hard at what

Todal, you

Today, uou
become
Fahrenheits!

)



I

Thanks for
vnur:,'nin5 for
me, Sma

Couldnt have
dore it without

16%






This palace so
beautiful. Some day
| like have something

beautiful too.




Raymond?!?
You're still
here! How did

Come here,

follow me.,

( &h Dup Told : ol N
me things are Keter | was lef go
beter nowat 1 mef aguuaf an
NI, Internet cafe back
home wheo

recommended me for
a gold farming job. )

..




(These quus were
looking for someone
with Enalish experience,
and | Told them | had

V' (i okay, 1 was
convineing! Nobody

else is any better.
 picked up a lot

(This life is
real Too. We're
ComMmunicating

aren’t we? )

| was 50 worried
about you. | didn’t
know i ou were
okay, it you moved
home, or if you're
' hurt.

s weird. You're
just a collection
of pixels, buf |

worried.




(Check it out

though, af this — il _
L I et A D =1 t’:.'m Flﬂﬁnl
lace we qet +o | |
Euild up ﬂ%ﬁ’f ars ﬂﬁﬂlﬁ,. Now That 'm
50 we egn farm in L EPiﬁdlﬁﬂfmTrE wOrK,
ime a7 play U'm
The upper levels. i

We setually go on

raids Together! ) more of my own time

s‘fudgilﬁ. Learn more
| Enalish. ¥eep moving
o TN upin The world. ) £

So 'm not Ve Going To
gonna see Lyou : miss you. But
around much a00d luck.

(“ou Know, 'm N
actually not working
right now? t's Chinese
New “Year, which
means everyone is
on vacation for Two
weeks. )




AN
Het, Andadadal ﬂft
Let's blow  f= :

This thing!

Guit flirting
and come raid




fE L
bl 1
AN

e
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